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	Factors of Disadvantage in Education
Introduction
Equity in education refers to the measures of fairness, opportunity and achievement in school. Investment in education is dependent on two main factors, i.e. justice and inclusion. Equity in education represents the elements that are specific to an individual’s conditions, which need not interrupt individuals’ academic success. Secondly, inclusion implies a comprehensive standard that includes every person in the education system. Thus, education system success is dependent on these two factor’s relationship. Equity in education recognizes that some people are disadvantaged compared to others and targets to address these misfortunes. Equity objectives are ensuring that there is a balanced lifestyle, in education equity aims at equalizing every student. 
Equality, on the other hand, refers to the accessing of communication channels as well as information sources available on equal terms to all people, and everyone has the right to access. Equality in education provides everyone with similar opportunities and access to the school. However, there are specific factors commonly referred to as factors of educational disadvantages that deny some individuals the right to equality and equity when it comes to education. These factors of a drawback to schooling include socioeconomic background; Disability; Refugee or humanitarian status; Indigeneity; or Rural/remote location (Masters, 2018).
Education equity and equality is the aim for most government and education stakeholders in many countries. However, this objective may never come to be if the governments and agencies do not deal with the factors of drawbacks to schooling. The future of the education system lies on the hands of the relevant governments and educational stakeholders whose responsibility is to address the issues affecting the education systems. Addressing each factor of disadvantage comprehensively will go a long way to ensuring equity and equality in the educational systems (Masters, 2018). There are high possibilities that the goal of equal access to quality education among students of a nation could be achieved. However, huge task lies ahead trying to balance its disadvantage factor with the available national resources. Most of the solutions to the disadvantage factors to education would require funds allocation by the relevant governments and education agencies. The main reason why most governments and educational agencies do not reach out to every school and students needs is the limited resources. Therefore, governments should identify more areas to source resources required to support the education sector. 
Disadvantage Factors
2.1. Socioeconomic background
Socioeconomic background is a major determinant of students’ ability and the educational providers to provide equal access to education. Economic status comprises of not only income but also financial security, educational attainment, and social class and status. Different students come from different socioeconomic backgrounds, according to a research conducted on low- socioeconomic status households, children from such communities and households tend to develop educational skills slower than their colleagues from well up families. Learning facilities for children from low socioeconomic background lack the most important learning materials and equipment, which negatively affect children performance and the education system. There are increased cases of school dropout where students can no longer remain in schools due to lack of funds to sustain them and acquire the learning resources. Other students feel disadvantaged, disoriented and opt to venture into other activities at the expense of their education. Such cases related to socioeconomic background discourage the efforts of the educational providers to provide equal access to education among all students, which affects the education system (Mirowsky, 2017).  
2.2. Disability
Access to education for persons with disability has encountered many barriers and difficulties, which has affected equity and equality in the education system. Disability refers to any form of impairment that can be developmental, cognitive, sensory, physical, mental intellectual or a combination. These conditions significantly affect an individual’s life activities, which can begin at birth or as a misfortune during an individual’s lifetime. Students with disability require particular attention, specialized equipment, training, teachers and facilities. The fact that students with disability cannot learn brings the difference between them and the other students typically without special needs. Many issues surround the access to education by the students with a disability, which affects the education system and outcomes. According to the statistics obtained from a survey conducted in 2017 in U.S. schools, 12.5% of students in lower grade levels have different forms of disabilities. The secondary and the tertiary levels had 38.2% of students who were disabled. These are very high numbers compared to the number of students who complete their education every year. 
Disability among students has been cited as one of the significant factors that terminate most students learning a career. Certain types of disabilities challenge teachers to incorporate in the classroom than others. Some educational providers find difficulties when combining learners with intellectual disability in their classroom due to the amount and the scope of curricula adaptation required in any particular class. As much as educational providers want to provide equal access to education among all students, the nature of disability hinders their efforts to incorporate every student (Zhou et al., 2018).
2.3. Refugee and Humanitarian status
Refugee or humanitarian status refers to people who have been displaced from their homes making their national education to collapse. Children affected by humanitarian status have rights to access education wherever they seek refuge. Getting equal education is one of the many ways that can help to restore normalcy in the lives of the children as well as building a stable future for their individual lives and their communities. Refugee or humanitarian status can occur in two forms; people can be internally displaced due to manmade or natural disasters or displaced across international borders to become refugees in other countries. Either way humanitarian status can disrupt the education of the victims. In cases where communities are displaced across their national borders, children encounter challenges while adapting to the new education system. In case they go back to their countries, their education is affected by inconsistencies and discontinuity. 
Education equity and equality are significantly affected whenever students are not consistent and the efforts of the educational providers to provide equal access to education are frustrated.  There are attempts by humanitarian organizations such as UNHCR and partners that attempt to provide formal and non-formal basic and secondary education to refugees in camps. These attempts play a significant role in keeping the victim-students on the toe with their education. The governments have the responsibility to prevent circumstances that victimize people making them seek refuge. Governments should protect its citizens and its borders from invaders who bring chaos disrupting the peace of its people. However, victims of natural disasters such as floods, drought, and other natural factors should be taken care of by the respective governments including ensuring that children enjoy their right to high-quality education.
2.4. Remoteness 
Students in rural and suburban areas in many countries obtain lower level education compared to their colleagues in urban set-ups. This is facilitated by the fact that most learning facilities in rural and suburban areas are underequipped and lack important learning materials. Moreover, the lower level of education is contributed by the high poverty levels among the people leaving in rural areas. Students are involved in helping their parents to perform other tasks at homes such as farming and other domestic chores. Their education is negatively affected and even some do not attend school for their education.  Consequently, the education system is affected and the efforts by the education providers to provide equal access to education are frustrated. 
The states governments should consider setting up rural and remote centers for learning and well-being to provide valuable professional learning and capability development for teachers and school leaders at all stage of their career. The centers should also support the well-being of staffs and help in the facilitation of interagency support for students and their families (Sheikh, 2018). Governments need to consider creating a special department that will support the quality of teaching in schools located in remote and rural areas. The department should understand the unique challenges of teaching in rural and remote schools and work to address the particular needs of students living in geographically isolated areas. 

2.5. Teachers and standards 
Teachers and standards of the education they offer is another disadvantage factor to education. Different teachers use different skills, technologies, methodologies and techniques to teach their students. Students who are lucky to have teachers using the best skills, technologies and methodologies perform better than other students with unqualified teachers do. These differences in teachers’ qualifications bring the differences in students’ performance and education outcomes. Equity and equality in education among all students are affected by different qualification in teachers and the efforts of the educational providers to provide equal access to education be equally frustrated. Teachers and other professionals should be engaged in a continuous learning to advance their knowledge and skills that they later transfer to students. While employing teachers, the relevant government agency should consider passion, gifts, talents and hobbies of the applicants to ensure that they employ the best-suited persons in the profession. The level and the quality of education should be standardized national wide to ensure that all the schools offer the same standard of education using the same resources and training materials to enhance equity and equality in education. 
Discussion
Due to socioeconomic background, parents have unequal capabilities to provide and sustain their children in schools. In any school, there are students who come from poor backgrounds thus their remaining in school until completing is not guaranteed. Such students are affected both socially and economically and their level of understanding is lower compared to other students without such challenges. Due to poverty status among many students, they cannot afford to pay their school fees and purchase the learning equipment and materials required to see them complete their education. There are increased cases of school dropout where students can no longer remain in schools due to lack of funds to sustain them and acquire the learning resources. Other students feel disadvantaged, disoriented and opt to venture into other activities at the expense of their education. Such cases related to socioeconomic background discourage the efforts of the educational providers to provide equal access to education among all students, which affects the education system. 
Students with disabilities require particular attention in schools; being provided for with specialized equipment; facilities, care and learning methods. Considering the number of students who are disabled in schools, offering individual attention and needs to them is an expensive process. Insufficient funds to meet the needs of students with special needs are among the significant issues that limit equal access to education among the students with a disability. Students, who cannot afford to buy the specialized equipment, hire interpreters or aid therapy staffs are left behind whenever there are no available options. Most opt to drop out of schools not because they so wish but the demands to sustain them in school and to see them complete their education are too many than they can handle. In addition, the procedures for applying funds to students with a disability have become too involved in some states. These funds now come through various departments, which delay the approval of individual students. The prolonged waiting period for funds approval leave the disabled students in school without the required assistance or at home since they cannot access education without the funds (Soldatic, 2018).
 The fact that students with disability require particular attention means that they need trained teachers and professional staffs who can provide them with such care. The number of teachers and support teams needed is not sufficient to meet these needs. Even for those who are available, they lack enough training on how to support such students. This further complicates the lives of students with a disability in schools denying them equity and equality to education. Students with disability require more than moral support and technical assistance; most of these conditions are so severe that they may require medical intervention and personal care. Lack of professionals to attend to their needs significantly affects their academic performance, which negatively affects the educational outcomes. To obtain the appropriate equipment needed by each student with different conditions such as vision, hearing and motor difficulties is a barrier for educational providers to provide equal access to students (Bourke et al., 2017).  
Despite the enormous amount of work that has been continuously done in developing equitable educational curricula among all students, curricula are still a significant barrier for education providers to provide equal access to students. Curriculum development is an extensive field considering the different range of students with various special needs creating difficulties while trying to come up with a comprehensive educational curriculum to cater for all students. Establishing special learning facilities for the students with a disability is also problematic for the educational providers to do due to the diversity among the students. Understanding the nature of the conditions that different students have and their requirements create more problems when educational providers attempt to create equal access. Disability has significantly affected the education system by creating barriers to educational providers in providing equal access to education among students (Molina et al., 2015).
Cases, where disability has not been diagnosed or recognized by teachers and parents create difficulties in providing access to education. Particularly during early childhood, it may be hard for teachers and parents to determine whether the child has a disability when they experience learning difficulties. In such cases, teachers may make wrong assumptions and fail to pay particular attention to such kids, which affects their learning and education outcomes. Failure to recognize or diagnose disability in a student challenges the efforts of the educational providers to provide equal access to education. At times parents fail to inform teachers about their children’s conditions or caution them to provide training above capacity. Consequently, problems arise that are sensitive to nature for the school, the teacher, and their efforts to ensure equal access to education among all students is frustrated (Soldatic, 2018).
Many teachers feel heavily burdened when dealing with students’ disability due to inadequate training on how to handle students with a disability, which results to stress. This feeling affects both the teacher and the students, the teacher is unable to provide quality education and at times fail to include all the students accommodating their individual needs. On the other hand, such students feel neglected, which affects their education performance hence outcomes. Certain types of disabilities challenge teachers to incorporate in the classroom than others. Some educational providers find difficulties when combining learners with intellectual disability in their classroom due to the amount and the scope of curricula adaptation required in any particular class. As much as educational providers want to provide equal access to education among all students, the nature of disability hinders their efforts to incorporate every student (Zhou et al., 2018).
Refugee and humanitarian status significantly affect equal access to education among all students. At times, these disruptions are inevitable and very little that can be done especially when it is because of natural disasters such as floods. Hostile countries and communities frequently encounter wars that leave many people displaced either internally or across their national borders. In cases where communities are displaced across their national borders, children encounter challenges while adapting to the new education system. In case they go back to their countries, their education is affected by inconsistencies and discontinuity. Education equity and equality are significantly affected whenever students are not consistent and the efforts of the educational providers to provide equal access to education are frustrated.  
Most schools in rural and suburban areas are underequipped and lack some of the important learning materials. These conditions put the students at a disadvantage and significantly affect their education. Rural areas are linked to higher poverty levels as compared to some suburban and urban areas; higher poverty levels are associated with lower level of education since students are involved in other activities to help their parents in the expense of their education. As a result, the quality of education in rural schools is lower compared to schools in the urban set-ups. Consequently, the education system is affected and the efforts by the education providers to provide equal access to education are frustrated. 
Possible approaches
Possibly, there are more than two possible approaches that the educational providers could consider to enhance equal access to education among the students. However, the discussed approaches have the ability to address the major disadvantage factors. It would be prudent for the educational providers to consider the following possible approaches.
Free education
The main challenge to providing equal access to education is financial challenges where parents cannot sustain their children in schools. Most of the factors of disadvantage to education including are linked to lack of finances to meet the demand of education. Thus, providing free education in all schools will see many students completing their education. Where education is free parents can easily provide other requirements for their children and avoid the students being involved in other activities that hinder them from schooling. Free education will support the education providers in providing equal access to education (Sheikh, 2018). Free education help to address a number of disadvantage factors to education including, socioeconomic background, disability and remoteness.
Employing qualified teachers and equipping schools equally
Teachers with an equal level of knowledge and skills will deliver the same to their students. Consequently, students will have equal compeering grounds due to the same skills and being exposed to the same equipment. Educational providers will be able to provide equal access to education among all students once there are equal grounds for all the students (Sheikh, 2018). Education will be standardized nationwide when every school has qualified teachers as well as learning resources and equipment at the same standard.
Evidence	
Numerous researchers have found that efforts by educational providers to provide equal access to education among all students have been frustrated by a number of factors. These factors have been termed as factors of disadvantage to education since they tend to discriminate against some students. Among the major factors that have been cited includes socioeconomic background, disability, refugee or humanitarian status, remoteness, teachers and standards. Students’ diversity affects the learning of students destabilizing their time in school and their academic performance. Some of these factors of disadvantage to education have very little that can be done thus seeing the objective of educational providers to provide equal access to education achieved could take a little more time. Equality and equity in education entail more than providing the same level of education since some students such as those with special needs require more than just equal curriculum. 
Most governments and the relevant educational agencies are aware of these disadvantage factors and have implemented some measures to mitigate the disadvantages and their impact on equity and equality in education. Majority of the governments have allocated enough amount of money to address the unique needs of students. Students from lower grade levels are provided with specialized equipment that will facilitate their learning and see them complete their education. Some governments pay up to a 30% part of school fees for every student. These efforts are aimed at maintaining the students in school as well as providing equal access to education among all the students. Parents can clear the balance and provide moral and any other support for their children.  Further, educational agencies have provided special learning facilities equipped with the necessary equipment to many schools especially those in remote areas as well as students with a disability. Additionally, education providers have attempted to develop a curriculum that is fair to all students and provides equal grounds for competition (Sheikh, 2018).
Assumptions
The major assumption is that when students are offered free education, their parents can afford to support them with other things they may require in their learning. In addition, students are willing to complete their education but their socioeconomic background limits them. Further, employing qualified teachers and equipping all schools with the relevant learning materials and equipment will create equal competing grounds. Each student will acquire the same level of education from their teachers and none will be disadvantaged due to the shortage of learning materials and equipment. Unlike other disadvantage factors, disability is a more complicated issue, which at times can the hinder education of an individual when it becomes severe. Some forms of disabilities are irreversible and very little can be done to manage the conditions. Therefore, disability as a disadvantage factor discriminates some people and places them at a place where educational providers can go to the limits but their efforts to provide equal access to education remain frustrated. 
Pros and cons
Free education will see many students completing their education and having a brighter future and change their community status. There will be reduced cases of school dropout, as many students will concentrate on their education. Consequently, the education providers will be in a position to provide equal access to education among students. On the other hand, free education will limit other development since when the government does not collect revenue from schools they will use revenue from other sources to fund school projects. Many other projects in other sectors will be lagging behind due to lack of sufficient funds for development. Lack of development in other sectors will drag nations behind and negatively affect the citizens in other major ways (Sheikh, 2018). 
Employing qualified teachers and equipping every school with all facilities will see every student have equal competing grounds. However, this expensive process would require a huge amount of finances. Similarly, this will expensive process will see governments spending money meant for other important projects for development to fund education and school projects in an attempt to provide equal access to education among all students. 
Solutions
Equality and equity in education call for collaboration between the governments, education stakeholders, private institutions, parents and students to ensure that every disadvantage factor to education is addressed comprehensively. The government should set aside funds to finance students with financial needs, subsidies the money payable for school fees, equip schools with learning materials and professionals and implement policies that ensure no child is left behind. Parents’ contribution is equally important to support their children in school and ensure they attend schooling. Parents should participate in supporting the students’ educational goals, support arrangements, as well as program planning. Normally, parents are more familiar with the students’ disability, and thus their contribution plays a significant role in setting their educational goals. Parent contribution helps educational providers to develop the learning agenda and understand how to deal with the student's conditions.  Recognizing students’ disability enables the teachers to develop a work plan that incorporates every student and provide equal access to education (Sheikh, 2018). 
Educational providers should develop a curriculum that is equally fair to all students regardless of their circumstances. They should go an extra mile to allocate interpreters in schools with children who have special needs to help them understand the content. As it is well known and has been proven repeatedly that disability is not inability and the disabling students can compete favorably with other students given a chance and equal grounds to compete. Disabling students who have gone through education are now important people in the society and role models. Therefore, giving equal chances to every student to access education will go a long way in creating a stable society.
The government should be committed to making sure that all students no matter where they live have access to a range of high-quality education and training programs. Many schools are located in rural areas with quite a huge percentage of the total students in schools. The government should create a department that will support the quality of teaching in schools located in remote and rural areas. The department should thrive to understand the unique challenges of teaching in rural and remote schools and work to address the particular needs of students living in geographically isolated areas. The states governments should consider setting up rural and remote centers for learning and well-being to provide valuable professional learning and capability development for teachers and school leaders at all stage of their career. The centers should also support the well-being of staffs and help in the facilitation of interagency support for students and their families (Sheikh, 2018).
Criticism
Characters would argue that it is not in any way possible for the educational providers to develop a fair curriculum among all students because of the differences in the disadvantage factors. Disabling students have different conditions; students who cannot hear would not be suited to a curriculum used by the blind. Socioeconomic background as a disadvantage factor could attract critics. Despite offering free education or subsidizing the amount payable as school fees, students from low-SES would still encounter difficulties to purchase other school requirements, travel to school and other educational demands. Still, other people could feel that parents’ contribution will not equate to equal access to education among every school-going child since the level of support offered to the individual child by the parent is different. Here, the government and other education stakeholders involved need to come up with a mechanism to offer equal support to students in all schools. Nevertheless, their efforts to offer equitable education will be frustrated is equal support is not given to every student. However, despite the criticism, these solutions can go very far in helping the education providers to provide equal access to education. 
The curriculum can be the same for all students if schools implement other measures such as involving interpreters and sign language professionals to teach the disabling students. In addition, the governments can go a step further and provide everything for students in schools. Providing for students with every need will see every child in school feeling equally important and increase their urge to further their education for their individual benefits and making their communities and families better. 
Establishing training centers for the staff members in the rural areas as well as a department to monitor the learning trends in rural and remote schools will only add more expenses in the education center. Ideally, the major reason why most governments are unable to reach all the schools in their countries is insufficient funds to finance all the learning institutions. Therefore, individuals might feel that it is not practically possible for the governments to establish learning centers and a separate department to monitor learning in rural schools as it would require finances, which are not available. Providing equal access to education encounters many challenges, which might take quite some time before governments in conjunction with education agencies to establish a permanent solution.
Reflection
The major success when these measures are implemented in the education system is seeing the majority of students completing their education. In addition, the education providers will be on safer ground to provide equal access to education among students. If the government and the relevant education stakeholders worked their way to address the above factors of disadvantage to education where some students are better positioned to learn than others, the education system would be fair to all students ensuring equity and equality. Allocating enough funds for the education sector will better the education system where every school will be equipped with the necessary learning materials and equipment as well as teaching professionals. 
The better part of it will be that every child will feel equally important and assured that they will remain in school until they see the end to their various levels of education. Further, every student will have equal chances to compete with their colleagues, which will improve the outcomes and better the education system. By then, education will be of high value given that every student enjoys his or her rights to education and education that ensures fairness and justice amongst every student. The main challenge that has been facing the entire education system while education providers make efforts to ensure inclusivity, fairness, justice, equity and equality in the education system will have found a solution if every disadvantage factor to education is addressed comprehensively (Sheikh, 2018).   
Major points
Equity and equality in education determine the ability of the education providers to provide equal access to education. Equal access to education is a major problem in the education system. Equal education access among students is affected by various factors termed as factors of disadvantage in education. These factors of disadvantage in education include socioeconomic background, disability, refugee or humanitarian status, remoteness and teachers and standards. The factor places some students at disadvantage preventing them from enjoying the rights to equal access to education. Further, these factors frustrate the efforts of various academic providers to provide equal access to education and ensuring equity and equality in the education systems. Some of these factors have very little that can be done to change the condition. Nevertheless, students have the rights to equal access to education. To curb these disadvantage factors in education and promote equity and equality in the education system would require collaboration between different parties.
 If the governments, education agencies, parents and students played, their parts well, equal access to education among all students would be achieved (Masters, 2018). Additionally, ensuring equal access to education among all students in every school will bring fairness and justice in the education system. Every student regardless of their status socially, economically and health conditions will have equal grounds to compete and give a chance to the education providers to judge the students based on their potentials. Eliminating these differences among the students will encourage them to give their best and better the education system. 
The government should create a department that will support the quality of teaching in schools located in remote and rural areas. The department should thrive to understand the unique challenges of teaching in rural and remote schools and work to address the particular needs of students living in geographically isolated areas. The states governments should consider setting up rural and remote centers for learning and well-being to provide valuable professional learning and capability development for teachers and school leaders at all stage of their career. The centers should also support the well-being of staffs and help in the facilitation of interagency support for students and their families (Sheikh, 2018).
Conclusion
Right to education for every child does not only advocate for any education in any education system but rather the education in an education system that would see every child given equal opportunities and chances to compete. In a fair education system, the education providers ensure fairness, justice, equity and equality among the students of diversity. Further to ensuring quality education, their other objective is to provide equal access to education. Equity in education refers to the measures of fairness, opportunity and achievement in school. Investment in education is dependent on two main factors, i.e. justice and inclusion. Equity in education represents the elements that are specific to an individual’s conditions, which need not interrupt individuals’ academic success. 
Equality in education provides everyone with similar opportunities and access to the school. However, there are specific factors commonly referred to as factors of educational disadvantages that deny some individuals the right to equality and equity when it comes to education. For many decades, the efforts by the education providers to provide equal access to education among all students have been frustrated by a number of factors (Masters, 2018). These factors of disadvantage include socioeconomic factors, disability, refugee or humanitarian status, remoteness, teachers and standards. The efforts to address these factors of disadvantage encounter many obstacles including insufficient funds to implement the only measures that would enhance inclusivity, equity and equality within the education systems. However, a permanent solution can be obtained and the objective achieved if only there is collaboration among the various education stakeholders.
 Every education stakeholder including the government, academic agencies, parents and the students have a role to play in order to ensure equal access to education for every student. These roles as outlined will allow the education providers to come up with the best strategies to address these challenges facing the education systems. In the future, the education systems will be fair and just for every student. Consequently, education will have a meaning and transform the lives of individual students, their families, communities and nations equally (Sheikh, 2018). Criticism on the effort to address the disadvantage factors in education should not hinder the government and the other relevant educational stakeholders to focus on achieving the goal of providing equal access to quality education among students. Evaluating all the possible solutions will help the government to enhance equality and equity in their education systems. 
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